Page 10 The Bulletin

Dishing about drinking - Roslindale
youth reach out to neighborhood groups

April 21, 2005

LeAnne Gendreau
Bulletin staff

Underage drinking is a difficult prob-
lem to deal with. It is more difficult to
curb the problem when Rodlindaleyouth
arealowed to drink at someone’'s house
or taking liguor from his or her own
homes and parents are in denia about
that.

But that will not dissuade Roslindale
Mobilizing for Change on Alcohol from
trying to solvethe problem. Soon, mem-
bers of the committee will begin meet-
ing with neighborhood groupsto get out
the warnings about the dangers of un-
derage drinking.

“The hardest part of what we are
going to do is address the issues of apa-
thy and denial about underage drink-
ing,” Cathy Slade, director of Healthy
Roslindale, said. “If we found that
peoplewere getting it from liquor stores
or barrooms, there are plenty of police
initiatives to deal with those problems.
Instead, they are getting (liquor) from
other people.”

What RMCA found was that youth
were getting alcohol from “social
sources.”

“Which means anyone over 21 who
legally buysand givesit to them,” Slade
said. “ Say you' re having aparty and kids
sneak away from the party or adults let
them have drinks at a party,” she added

as examples.

“Thisisjust kidstalking, it'snot sci-
entific. | think therearealot peoplewho
are 21 years old who buy for their
friends who are 19 or 20,” Slade said.

So RMCA has a goal of changing
adults' attitudes about underage drink-
ing to make them stricter about not let-
ting youth, either their own kids or
friend’s, drink.

“It shouldn’t be acceptable if your
16-, 17-year-old goes to a graduation
party and other people are letting your
kid drink,” Slade said. Taking the car
keysaway so they don't drive under the
influence is not enough, she said.

“Some parentsfed, ‘| canlet my kid
haveabeer or aglassor wineevery once
in a while,” Slade said, but no parent
would allow their child to drink a six
pack every night and they “wouldn’t like
it if their kid was at someone’s house
and they drank without thekids' parents
knowing.”

Theissue, Slade said, isto figure out
how to get adults, “anyone over 21, not
to turn ablind eye to kids drinking and
to not let them drink?” Some of
RMCA's ideas are to launch a shock
campaign, which could include show-
ing people movies or videos and talk-
ing about the dangers of underage drink-
ing. They also plantorelay information
about how alcohol consumption can
damage the brain of someone under 21.
They also plan to get speakers, includ-

ing people who are in rehabilitation or
from MADD or SADD.

Thereisalsotheissueof “socia host
liability,” in which people can beliable
for serving if they know the person is
underage, Slade said, adding that if
someone gets in a car accident after
drinking, the host can be liable.

Slade said thisissue has been in the
spotlight lately after rel ease of the book
“Smashed.”

“The girl wasdrinking alot and her
parents had no idea until she wrote the
manuscripts and they read it,” Slade
said.

Therearealso socid and health costs
to society.

“How many times do people call in
sick with hangover? How does al cohol
affect healthin general, asacost to busi-
ness?’ Slade asked.

Getting theword out can be difficult
because people are too busy to go out
to meetings and they are concerned
about their own issues and their
children’s schoolwork or after school
activities. So, RMCA will bring the
meetings to people in the community
who are interested in having them.

“The young people are pretty ex-
cited. They are pretty proud of them-
selves,” Slade said of the Rossi Reps
who did research on underage drinking
and conducted the survey. “ They want
to help the community and other young
people. They would be happy to go to
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any type of meeting or event and talk to
people or pass out information.”

Over the next few months, they have
been invited to afew meetings, includ-
ing Dale Street CrimeWatch. They may
al so speak or give aPowerPoint presen-
tation at school meetings, the Board of
Trade, Citizen Schools and local police
and Hyde Park cable shows.

Thefolksworking on curbing under-
age drinking include five young people
from the Rossie Reps: Will Romain,
Julie Romain, Cassandra Amilcar, Jen-
nifer Eliassaint and Jeff Noel; commu-
nity members, including Marna
Persechini, Kim O’ Connell, Katie Mick,
Eric Mick; Sgt. Herbert Langlois and
Gerry McElmoyle, both of E-18; Dr.
Stacey Breen of Roslindale; Merry
Foxworth of Open Door Realty; Ellen
Conway, a nurse at the Greater
Roslindale Medical and Dental Center;
Amy Helburn; and Laurie Jo Wallace.

“We'll just seeif wecan goto afew
places in the next few months,” Slade
said.

If you are interested in having
Roslindale Mobilizing for Change on
Alcohol, a program of the Healthy
Roslindale Coalition and The Medical
Foundation, speak to your group, call
Cathy Slade at Healy (617) 325-9022.
The assessment should be up on the
Healthy Roslindale website next week
a www.healthyrodlindal ecoalition.com.

seph Parrish, has been assigned
to the center and said soccer pro-
gramsand other activitiesared-
ready in the works. Parrish will
be coordinating the recreational
programming for children ages
6 and up and hewill also handle
programming for seniorsaswell.

Cynthia Johnson, the cluster
adminigtrator of thefacility, said
shewashappy about plansfor the
facility.

“I canonly say that I'mavery
pleased person,” Johnson said.
“WEe're happy that we can run
new programming ... A lot of
thingsaregoing to changearound
here.”

Stll, many frustrations sur-
rounding the center remain be-
tweenresidents, the center’scity-
appointed staff and itsnon-profit
board, which assistsin setting up
programming for thecommunity.

During acommunity meeting
at Roslindale Congregational
ChurchonApril 18, center board
members Mark Rogovin and
Chris Fallon expressed disap-
pointment in the community and
city’sinvolvement in the center.

Pastor Dave Rozewski of the
Congregationa Church led the
meeting, saying herealized there
was a lot of disappointment in
what the center has done in the

past and waslooking towardsthe
future.

“I"'m hoping there rewayswe
can beinvolved with the board,”
Rozewski said.

Rogovin said the board is
understaffed and it’s tough pull-
ing in resources from people in
the community.

“It just doesn’t happen,”
Rogovin said.

Falon said the community’s
complaints are there but the
community’sinvolvementisnot.

“WEe' reperpetualy frustrated
because people don’t attend
(board meetings) ... It'sthe same
three people (meseting) amonth.”

Fallon said the board shapes
the core programming of thecen-
ter, dlong with the center’s staff.

Stephanie Romanos, a resi-

dent who attended the meeting, Rogovin sid
ot oy s Fallon a0 e
need for astronger board.

ter and said she sends her chil-
dren to play soccer in Jamaica
Pain.

“When | look in the paper |
don't see anything for my kids
todo,” shesaid.

Rogovin expressed the need
for astronger non-profit board of
volunteersto helpwith theefforts
at thecommunity center. Healso
said he is disappointed by the
city’s communication with the
board. Hesaid hedesiresaboard
of 15-18 people and a secretary
to log minutes of their meetings.

“You have to keep a paper
trail and show arecord of things
you didn’t get that you asked for
(in order to get things done),”

The Bulletin Newspaper, Inc. is
proud to announcethat the news-
paper can be found online.

The website will contain all
the news stories that you find in
the newspaper, plusimportant in-
formation about our schools, lo-

The Bulletin is now on the web!

Keep up to date with the Bulletin
at www.bulletinnewspaper s.com

cal organizations, religiousinsti-
tutionsand more. Photoswill be
online, as well al your favorite
columnists.

To advertise on the website,
please call Paul DiModica at
(617) 325-1500.

“I thinkit'sal about account-
ability and getting alargeamount
of people to do a little bit,” he
said.

Cathy Slade of Healthy
Rodindae said that, in generd,
the Rodindale Community Cen-
ter has to advertise their pro-
grams.

“They have to promote their
programs so the community
knows,” Sade said. “ They have
to have brochures ... They have
to advertisein theloca papers...
if they have great programs and
they’re proud of them, let the
people know about it.”

The Rodindae Community
Center Board meets the 3rd
Wednesday of every monthat the
Rodindale Community Center at
6:30 p.m.

A meeting has been sched-
uled for Thursday, April 28 at
6:30 p.m., to be held in
Rodindale Community Center’s
community room, for aprelimi-
nary discussion of new program-
ming. City officials will discuss
the upcoming process associated
withthe newly refurbished com-
munity center.
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